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NvMB, 23.and 24, 


: 
Hew goodly are thy tents O Iicob, and thy Tabernacks © Iſrael : for his 
bouſe full of filver and gold I would not curſe , for bow ſball I curſe ; 
whom God bath not curſed? or bow ſpall 1 defie, whom the Lord bath 3.8 
not defied. | | 
Got *%%  þ 
Though T be abſent in the fieſh, yet am I with you in the ſpirit, jojcing and | 4 
bepelding your order and the ſtedfaſtneſſe of your faith m Chriſt, 


ce. — ——_—— 


Printed, Anno M DCXL1, [Y- 


Tothe Reader. 
M' defires at this time to know and to make 


knownto others the form of Governmeat and 

| order of worſhip uſed in the Church of Scot- 
land, have brought theſe following lincaments to light. 

There came dafly into my hands without my ſccking ; 
ſome one forme of Church Government or other, as 
the divers Authors, from their love to Reformation 
in their judgements did conceive : But I muſt confeſle 
they did the leſle reliſh with me that they were dirc- 
ions and modells without the example or praQtiſe of 
any of the Chriſtian Churches, and were Abſtrat? Ides's 
of diſcipline in the minds of men and not Diſcipline in 
Swbjetto, One I had, Titled The forme of government uſed in 
the Church of Scotland,but,bcin canes 56 an Abridge- 
ment,and containing generalls onely, It did not ſaris- 
fie. T tound alſo many of the godly much wearicd of 
the Prelacy, who yet bow their ſhoulder to bear, and 
couch down between the, two burthens, becauſe, be- 
ing unacquainted. with the Government of the Refor- 
med Churches, they do not know what to chooſe, and 
fear(as to them whoarc in the dark is uſuall)they know 
not what, Such as theſe do rather ſuffer themſclves to 
be lcd away with the policy of Pacgwwims at Capua, which 
in ſuch a caſe was cmmendable, then reſolve to follow 

the faith of Abraham whenthe Lord called him, Get the 
out of thy Cowntrey, &rc, into 4 Land which I will ſhew thee, 

Gen.12.1. What he was to forſake, and the Terminus 4 

quo of his removing, he did know ; But whether he 
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a5 to go andthe Tirminns nd quern, he did not know 
reſtih; p” ror God wold ſhew it him. In our 
own affaite we may think the evill knownto be betrer 
then the good unknown; But it holdeth not in the 
marters of God, tor when we ſpeak of Malum turpe 
and bonum oy, the evill of finne and the good of 
obedience:'* Bliras they who travell from the Southito 
the North, 'fofing the ſight of the one Poletowficjn 
ſight of 'the other, and as they go onthe North Pole 
is 'dlevared to them-by degrees :. Sois it here, if men 
would'/once forſake and rurn their back upon that 
which they know tobe wrong, and would ask the way 
to'Z;o with their Faces thitherward, the Lord would 
reach'themhis way. 

Ftanſt corifeſfe that T1 did give toormuch ear and audi- 
ence to 'the' miſitiformarion' of many (ſo may 1 call it 
now after true imformation) who would have made 
me'to'belicve, '1.” Ttrat the true government of that 
Chirch was Epiſcopall, and that beſide the order of 
Epifcopacy, there was nothing in that Church, but 
diſorder and confafion through the Parity of their 
Miniſters, Zuu« 3/s iy 5lw@ that all did ſpeak and no 
man did hear aty thing of another. 2. That they had + 
no cettain rule or direQion'for their publike worſhip, 
biit that every min' following his extemporary fanfic, 
did preach and ptay what ſeemed good in his own 
eyes. And 3. (which was to me an huge rock of 
offence) That they were enemies to Kings for no other 
cauſe, but that they are Kings : and, out of a deſire of 
Anarchy , did preferte Democracie to Monarchicall 
Government ; Great crimes I can not deny, and much 
to be abhorred, for they are deſttuRive of all Eccleſi- 
aſticall and Civile Order, and do break-both the ſtaves 
of beauty and of bonds. _ 

| , 


"To the RUE, 

But tryall I did remember that, if accuſation 
were qullticells no party conld be innocent, and found 
that it was- nothing ſo as was alledged : for concer- 
ning the firſt, I called to minde the practiſe of a painter 
of old, who being dcfired to repreſent the body of 
Herewles, did cxprefle[nothiog of the lincameats of his 
face, ſtature or members, but did onely make a rcſem- 
blance of the Lyons yy Th which he was wont to carry 
about as the badge of his ſtrength, and the Trophee 
of his henour. Epiſcopacy was never the face nor or- 
der of that Church. Inthe moſt part of their aſſem- 
blics haye they conflicted with it, and by the ftrength 
of God obtaining the victory both of old, and much 
more of late They may well number it among their 
ſpoiles. The order of their Miniſters cach one ſtanding 
inhis own ſtation, and none uſurping over another, and 
the Subordination of their foure- kindes of aſſemblies, 
joyning the conſent and obedicnce of the people, arc 
the face and ſtrength of that Church. Againſt the ſe- 
cond, The form of prayers, adminiſtration of the 
Sacraments, admiſſion of Miniſters, Excommunication, 
ſolemnizing of marriage, viſitation of the fick, &c. 
which are ſet down before their Pſa/m-Book, and to 
which the Minifters arc to conforme themſelves, is a 
ſufficient witneſſe: for although they be not tycd to 
ſet formes and words; yet are they not left at randome, 
but for teſtifying their conſent and keeping unity, they 
have thelr direRory and preſcribed order. No where 
hath preaching and the miniſtery more ſpirituall and 
leſſe ſcarnall liberty ; the Presbytery and aſſemblies 
encouraging to the one and reftraining from the other. 
And againſt the third, Their Confeſſion of Faith, the 


do&rine and prayers of their Church, their late decla- 
A rations 
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To the Reader. 
rations and remonſtrances, and what is contained in 
he concluſion of this Treatiſe, exprefſe as much re- 
ſpe and reverence to magiſtracy, as any Chriſtian 
Prince will require. 7 
I was allo ſtrongly drawn tv the liking of that 

Church by the Teftimonies given unto their Refor- 
mation by ſome of the moſt famous witneſſes of this 
age. 
"0b is of that worthy Scottiſh Martyr Mr, George 
Wiſcheart, 6 ONOUR | 

This Realm ſhall be illuminate with the light of Chriſts 
Gofp:l, as clcarly as cver was Realm ſince the dayes of the ApJ» 
ſtles. The houſe of God ſhall be builded in it, yea it hill nor 
lack (watſocyer the encmy imagine to the contrary) the very 
top-ſtonez the glory of God ſhall evidently appear, and ſhall 
once triumph in deſpight of Satan. But alas, if the peopl= (hall 
be after nnthankfull, then fearfull and terrible ſhall the plagues 
be that after ſhall follow. Hiſt. of the-Church of Scotland, 
paz.ros, | 

Another of Beza. 


Magnum boc Dei menus Thisis a great gift of God, that you 


have brou 


quod uns & religionem pu- 
ra, Owner, dotrine, vis. 
retinende vinculum, in Scs- 
tian mntuli = Sc obſecro 
& obteſtor bac duo ſimul re« 
tnete, ut wno amiſſs alterum 
din permanere non poſſe ſem« 
per memimeritss, Sicut Epi 
ſeopi papatum pepererimt, ita 
pſenavepiſcepos p.patus reli- 
quiar Epicuretſmn terrss in« 
vetfuror:hanc peſtem caveant, 
qui ſalvam Eccleſiam cupi. 
eout , Of gzann illam in Scotia 
2n texmpore pro flig are, ne que 


into Scotland, rogether 
pure Religion and good order, which 
is the bond to hold faſt the Do&rine, 
T heartily pray and beſcech for Gods 
fake, Hold faſt theſe rwo rogerher fo, 
that you may remember, that if one 
be loſt , the other cannot long re- 
main, So Biſhops brought forth po- 
pery , fo falſe Bilhops, the rcliques 
of popery,ſhall bring intothe world 
Epicurciſm. Whoſoever wonld have 
the Church ſafe, Jet them beware of 
this peſt, and ſeeing you have time» 
ly diſpatched it in Scotland, I beſcech 
you never admit it again, albcit it 
flatter 


To the Re, 


ſe ill.m unquam admittes, flatter with ſhew of the preſerv2- 
quantumvit unitatis retinen- tion of unity, which hath decci» 


de ſpecie, que veteres etiam 
opt imos multos fefellis , blatt= 
diatur, Bez Epiſt.79. 


cents, 


ved many of the beſt of the Arci- 


A third of the body of Confeſſions of faith, It is 
the rare priviledgeof theChurch of Scor{.md before many, in which 
reſpe& her nam: is famous , even amoag ſtrangers, that about 


the ſpace of four and fitry years 
without ſchiſme, 1ct be hereſie, the 
hath kept andholden faft uniry with 
purity of do@rine, The greateſt 
help of this unity, through the mer- 
cy of God, was, that with the do- 
arine,the diſcipline of Chriſt andthe 
Apoitles, as It 1s preſcribed in the 
Word” of God , was by little 
and little together received , and 
according to that diſcivline fo neer 
as might be, the wholegovernment 
of the Church was diſpoſed. By this 
means all the ſeeds of ſchilm.s and 
errors, {o ſoon as rh:y began to bud, 
and ſhew themſelves, in the very 
breeding and birth, were \mothered 
and rooted out. The Lord God of his 
infinite goodneſſe grant unto the 
Kings moſt gracious Maicſty, toall 
the rulers of the Church,to the pow- 
ers that arc the Nurſers of the 
Church, that according to the Word 
of God, they may keep perpetually 


Eft iÞud Eccleſie Scoticane 
privilegium rarum pre mul. 
114,in quo etiams ej 5 nomen 4= 
prd exteros fruit celebre, quad 
circiter annos plus minus 54. 
ſine ſchiſmate nedum bereſ# 


unitatem cum puritate F/ 


- Frins ſervaverit O& retimue- 


rit, Hugues wnitatis admini- 
culum ex Dei miſericordis 
maximum fuit , quod þ ml = 
tim tum dofFrinz , Chriſti & 
Apoſtoloruam diſciplinams, ſie 
cut ex verho Dei eſt preſcrip« 
ta, rna fuit recepta, &, quan 
protxme fieri potuit, ſecuns 
dum cam totum regimen Ec» 
cleſiaſt icum fnit adminiſtra- 
rum IT. e ratione omnia ſchif- 
matum atque errorum ſemins 
quam, primwm pullulare , aus 
Je exerere viſa ſunt , in ipſs 


quaſi berba Of partu ſit ſuf- 


that unity and purity of doArine, focata & extirpata, Det Do- 


Amcn, 


minus Deus, pro immenſ ſie 


a bonitate Regie Mijeſts- 


ti Sereniſſimo, omnibuſque Eccleſtarum pubernatoribus , poteſtatibus 
Eecleſie nutritiws, ut ex Deiverto illam unitatem & doffrine preritatens 


perpetno conſervent, Amen, Corp. Confeſſ. fidei, pag. 6. 
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To the Reader, - 

- The. fourth of King James of happ . 
The Rcligion profeſſ:d in this Countrey,whercin I was broaghe 
2, and cver nnd: profeſſion of,and wiſhes my ſon cver to cont» 
nue in the ſame, as the onely truc form'of Gods Worſhip, &c. 
Idocqually love and honour the learned andgrave men of cither 
of chete opinions,that like bertee of the ſingle form of policy in 
our Church, than of the many Ceremonies of the Church of Exg. 
land, 8c, Icxhort my ſon to be beneficiall to the good men of 
the Miniſtry,praiſing God that there is preſently a ſufficient num. 
ber of good men of themin this Kingdom , and yet ateth:y all 
known to beagainſt the form of the Engliſh Church. Baſil. 
dor. Tothe Reader, And in the Aſſembly 1590 hig 
Majeſty praiſed God, for that he was bornto be a King in 
the {incereit Church in the world, &c« | 

The fift is of Brightman,our own Countryman, who 
joyneth the Churches of Helvetia,Suevia,Geneva, France, 
Holland, Se 0 1 a n v, all together into one Church, 
for the Counter-payn of the Church of Philadelphia, 
becauſe, ſaith he,they almoſt live by one andthe fame laws and 
manner of Government , as touching any matter of moment, 
Neither doth the diſtance of place break off that ſociety which the 

Conj»yning of mindes and good will conpleth together, 
having thus joyned them into one Church,he ſubjoyan- 
eth concerning it. Loth would I be to provoke any man to 
envy, or to grieve him with my words, yet this I muſt ſay there 
isno place, where the do&rine ſound:th not more purcly, the 

worſhip of God 1s exerciſed more uncorruptly ; where more 

faithfall diligence of the Paſtors doth flouriſh, or more free au1 
willing obedience is givenby the = , nor yet where there is 
greater reverencing of the ale eligion among all ord:rs, 

And afterward, Neither doth ir onely keep the dodrine of fal- 

vation free from corruption, but it doth alſo both deliver m wri- 

ting and cxerciſc in praftice that fincere manner of governm-ne, 

IP mcuarc made partakers of ſalvation, Revel.of the Apecal, 

9Þ-37. : 
Totheſc may be added what upon the one wed 


St ; | - PP " 

ſaid by theſe of the ſeparation in their firſt petition ts 
to King James, inſert in their Apology to the DoRors of 
Oxford, Wc are willing andready to ſubſcribetothelc grounds 
of Religion publiſhed 1n the Confeſſion of Faith made by the 
Church of Scotland, hoping in the unity of the ſame Faith to 
be favedby Jeſus Chriſt : being alſo like minded for and with 
other Reformed Churches in points of greateſt moment. 
And upon the other hand, That the meetings of Mi- 
naiſters for interpreting Scripture, like unto their Preſ- 
byteries were allowed by Arwnde#, Hutton and Matthew, 
three Archbiſhops in England, and proved very pro- 
fitable in the Northern parts for increaſe of know- 
ledge both in Miniſters and People. 

But all theſe and the like teſtimonies were to me but 
like the laying of the woman of Samaris to her Coun- 
erey-men, till I did more fully underſtand the conſtitu- 
tion and order of that Church. Then did I believe, 
not becauſe of their teſtimonics, but becauſc I did ſee 
and know. And from that which I have ſeen and do 
now know whenT have walked and gone round about 
that Church, when I have told the Towers thereof, 
marked well her Bulwarks,and conſidered her pallaces, 
I may without offence affirm three things. 


Firſt, That God hath not dealt ſo with every nation, 
if envy would permit, I might ſay, any nation, as he 
hath dealt with them. Whereof no caulc can be given 
bur his own good pleaſure, he ſhoweth mercy, and 
maketh his Sunne to ſhine on whom and were he will, 
and of him, and through him, and for him are all 
things. 

Condi, that it is no marvail if that Nation ſtand 
to the defence of their Reformation, had the Lord been 
plcaſcd to bleſſe us with the like at the time of our Re- 

A 3 formation 


room 
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formation we'would not have been:ſo unwiſe as to 
make'exchange'of it: with.Prelacy, we would have 
forſaken all things rather then have forſaken. ir, Iris 
more ſtrange that any ſhould have becn found amongſt 
them at any time to ſpeak or to do againſt their own 
Church : But afcer you have with 
your reaſon and mirde mad: a g-» 
nerall ſaryey of all ſocictics there 
is none more grave, more dear then 
that which each one of us hath 
with his Countrey ; . Parents are 
dear, Children, Friends, familtars 
arc dear ; But our native Countrcy - 
alone taketh all theſe within her 
compaſle, for which what good 
man 7 heavy to die, could his 
death ſeryc h:r for good ? So mach : . 
the more d:teſtable is their barba- ſeclrep A Ho 


rity, who have withall kinde of 4 Y 
wickedacfl: rent aſunler their na» wane oe fort & fue 
2 0 "LET 


tive Countrcy, and beth arc and ' 

have bcen excrcifcd in overturning her from the very feundation. 
If a Patriote ſpoke ſo of his Countrey, a Citizen ſo of 
his Republike, what ſhould the Chriſtian born, bap- 
tized, and bred in Scot/and think and ſay,if he have been 
borne there not only to this mortall,but to that immors- 
tall and everlaſting life: No children on carth have 
better reaſon to ſay, Wee are not aſhamed of our 
Mother, and it were to be wiſhed that the ſaying were 
reciprocally true. 

Thirdly, having the pattern of all the Reformed 
Churches before us, and this example ſo neer unto us, 
what need we to ſtand amazed, as not knowing what 
to chooſe ;. To abide that 'which we have been, is nei- 
ther profitable nor poſſible, To conjoyn the two in one 
is but the mixture of Iron: with Clay, and muſt needs 
make 


Sed qurem omnie ratione animoe 
que luſtrars, omnium ſocieta« 
tum nulla eſt gravior, nulla Ca. 
rior, quum ea que cum Repub, 
wnicuique noſtrum eſt.C ri ſims 
Parentes,Cari libert, propinqui, 
familiares ; ſed omnes onninm 
caritates patria una complex. 
eſt, pro quaquy dubitet mortem 
oppetere , ſu es fit profutrrys ? 
qo eſt det:ftabilior iſtorum im« 


0 the Reader. 


make the diſtemper greater. It were well for us (and 
no other well for us can I ſee)that laying aſide our 
high conceit of our ſelves, and thelow eſteem of other 
H— Churches We would reſolve to follow them 
as they follow Chriſt, and not to deſpiſe the govern- 
ment of Chriſt, becauſe they ſeeme to be but Mole- 
hils ; Bur to conforme ro them, becauſe they are con- 
forme to Chriſt, and to the pattern ſhewed in the 
Mountain. What reciprocation of giving and recei- 
ving in matters of Religion, hath beene betweene 
this and the Scottiſh Nation may be knowne by the 
Nee _ ili e qui words of Beaa, . but {peaking 
inſulam Hit incolehant Moma- in his own idiome,according 


chi Scotice Nationw, cum bu 
que ſibi ſubdita erant monaſte» 
riu, ad ritum paſcbe, & ton. 
ſure Canonicum, domino 


carante, perdutti ſunt &xc, And 


afterward, en mira divine 
fatum conftat diſpenſatione pic» 


tatis, ut quoniam Gens ills que 
poverat ſcientians divine cogni= 
tion, libenter ac ſine invidsa, 
populo Angloruna communicare 


Curavit, ipſa quoque pofimodan 


per Gentem Anglonem, in exe 
quam minus babuerat, ad pere 
feflam vivendi normam pervee 
niret, Bedaeccle(. hiſt, gentis 
Ang].1.5.c.23. 


to the grounds of popery. 
Not long after the Miehkes of 
the Scortifh Nation; whorlivedin 


P="the Ihnd Hiz, with the Mdhi- 


ſtcrics under their' power were 
brought ito the. rite of obſerving 
of Eaſter,and of ſhaven Crownes., 
The Lord bringing it ſo re paſſe 


-(he ſhould have aſcribed itro 


another ſpirit), Which cerrain- 
ly was doneby the marvellous dil 
_—_ of divine mercy , that 

ccauſc that Nation, who had the 
ſcience of divine knowledge, did 
willingly and without envy com- 
municate the ſame to the people of 
England ; that the fame Nation 


afterward ſhould by the Nation of the Engliſþ attain unto the 
perf:& rule of living in theſethings which they had not before. 


The 
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The Governement and Order 


OF 
The (hurch of | Scotland. 


"A Deſcription and not a Demonſtration of the 
=> Church of Scotland is intended , non jus led | 
facum , their doing ſimply and not the reaſon of 
their ſo doing is deſired: The delineation therefore 
of the face of that C burch , without artificiall Co- 
lours and diſpute of her comelineſſe and beguny , is c 
nokedly expreſſed in two Parts : The one of ber h 
Officers, the other of ber Aſſemblies. > 
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Thefirſt part. 
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I. of the Officers of the ( burch. 


Reg Eſidc the ordinary and perpetu- 
8 all Officers, which are Paſtors, 

® Dotors, Elders, and Deacons. 
| The Church of Scotland hath no 
other at this time, nor did at any time ac- 
knowledge any other :* Theſe being war- 
ranted by Chriſt and his Apoſtles,the cxtra- 
ordinary Miniſters unto. whom his wall 
was revealed, and. being ſufficient for all 
the neceſlary uſes of. the Churches, as Ex- 
hortation, Teaching, adminiſtration of the 
Sacraments, Government, and diſtribution, 
The Offices of Apoſtles, Eyangeliſts, 
and Prophets were extraordinary, and con- 
tinued 10 the Chritan Chun, Blogg as 
by the Will of God, it was needfull for the 
well of the Church , yeho. although, in 


in1- 


regard. of their order, degrees. mgaver of - 


2 

Minifſtration, and the places, which they 
did hold, which is calle 1 ſucceſsi0 in gradwn 
eundem, 'They have properly.none to ſucceed 
them : yet inreſpett of their doQtine, ho. 
lineſſe of life, and ſubſtance of t&eir Mini- 
ſtery, which is ſucce/sio in caput, all faith- 
full Paſtors, lawyfully calle1 to their functi- 
ons, are their ſucceſſors : And in this 
ſenſe not only their rſt reformers; who had 
fomewhat extraordinary, but all their faith- 
full Miniſters ſince, 'vvho have labqured in 
the Word and Doftrine;” for the plaming, 
preſerving and purging of Religion to the 
edification of the Church, and no other, 
are ſucceſſors to the Apoſtles. -_ 


| The Office of a Biſhop conſiſting in 


power or priority above a Paſtor, as having 
no warrant .in the Scripture, as being a 
member of the'vvicked Hierarchy of the 


Pope (for, although this pony of Prelates 


ha / v5 in the Church before the Pope aſ- 
cended. to the top of ' his Ambition ;- yet 
every corruption in doQtrine, worſhip, bur 
eſpecially in government, which, fincethe 
myſtery of iniquity _ to work, is re- 
tained by the Pope, and by his authority is 

obtruded 


3 


to be His) and asa curſed tree, which a- 
mongſt them hath broughe forth no better 
fruits, then hereſie, and errors in doctrine, 
idolatry and ſuperſtition in worſhip, Ty- 
ranny and perſecution in Government, and 
leudneſſe, and profanity of life both in Pa- 
ſtors and People; They have abjurcd and 
removed out of their Church,together with 
all the branches of that Hierarchy, and all 
the offices, titles, dignitics, and courts de- 
pending thereupon as may be ſeen in their 
confeſgion of faith, Books of diſcipline,and 
acts of aſſemblies of old, and of lace. 

In the. beginning of their reformation 
they had no conflicute Presbyteries , nor 
ſuch provinciall and generall afſemblics as 
they had aftervvard; -and upon the. other 
part they had ſuperintendents , -viſtters of 
certain parts of tbe (ſountrey, and Commiſsio- 
ners for Provinces :. But they who delire to 
know the conſtitution and condition of 
that Church, muſt diſtinguiſh between her 
infancy, and her pers e, between her de- 
fires, defignes, and. endeyours, and her at- 
tainments, proceedings and pbomenens; 

2 or 


obtruded upon the Church, they conceive 


_ | 
for how ſpon it was poſſiblefar them, preſ* 
-byreries-and” aſſemblies, which from the 
beginning had been intended, were erected 
and eftabliſhed:} And no ſooner was this 
broughe to paſſe, But ſuperintendents and 
all others of-rhat kinde, which at firſt were 
of neceſſary wc in vitiing the Couotry, and 
in planting of Churches, were declared 
to be neither'neceſſary nor expedient for the 
Church; 253 ; : F 

' The Church of Scotland bath been dil 
quieted and much troubled with Epilſco- 
pacy fincethe beginning, and ac laſt by the 
ambition of vain 'men; bythe power and 
working of civill authoricy, and by the 
corrupt' aſſemblies of Minifters, had ſome 
footing, and was in end raiſed-to:a great 
height, and did become a mountain, And 
yet the office of a Biſhop was never recaved 
-in that'Church. Burt when ſomeMiniſters, 
vhoin regard of their bonefices yvere.cal- 
led 'Biſhops, bad, by cheir owyn ulurparion 
and the flaviſhdifpoſicion of their brethren, 
obtxined ſore degree: and pawer. over 
them. They did come into Snglard, and, 
without the conſent or knowledge of the 
Church, 


CY 


Church, received conſecration, and retur- 
ning home, did conſecrate others like them- 
ſelves. 


I I. Of their calling. 

S no man ought to preſume to enterijn- 
co any office Eccleſiafticall withouran 
inward calling from God, who only diſ- 
cernech the intentions, and deſires of the 
heart, whether they be carthly or heavenly, 
whether they be ſet upon the glory.of God, 
and edifying of the Church, or upon the 
means of this life;; Soare there nope there 
admitted without the. approbation and 
judgement. of men according tothe rules 
of. the Word, and the received orderof the 

Church. ' - 3-118 7 
This outward calling of the Officers of 
theChurch doth confiftia Election and Or.- 
dination,after due triall and examination of 
their ſoundneſſe in religion, and godlinefle 
of life: For the better underſtanding, af-the 
order of the calling of their Miniſters, i is 

40 bec onfidered J ; ; 

That in every one almoſt of their Claſſes, 

or greater Pregbyteries, there be Students of 
B 3 Divi- 
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Divinity ; whereof ſome, if they have op- 

ortunity of their Studies , do make their a- 
balk within the bounds of the Presbytery, 
and attend the meetings thereof :. Others, 
who are the greater part,ſtay at the Univer- 
fities, and in the time of vacation come 
home and wait upon the Presbytery. 

The abilities of both the one ſort and the 
other, are tryed in private , before the Pres- 
bytery, and hovv ſoon they are found fit to 
comein publike , they enter upon the ex- 
erciſe or prophecy with the Miniſters of 
the Presbytery , and at ſometimes are em- 
ployed and allowed to preach before the 

ople: By which mean their gifts and abi- 

ities are known.to the people,as their man- 
ners are manifeſt by their converſing 'a- 
 mongſtthem. | 

Our of the-number of thele Propoſants, 
or (as they call them). Expe#ants,the Paſtor 
is nominated to the vacant place by the El 
derſhip, and by the Minifter,if any be,with 
the conſent and good liking of the people, 
and ifthey can pirch upon none within the 
bounds of their own Presbytery they have 
their liberty to make their choice of an Ex- 
pefFant 


7 
pefiant of good eſteem and report in ſome 
other Presbytery. | 
The Perſon thus known and nominated, 
is by the particular Elderſhip, named to the 
greater Presbytery, where he is examined 
of hisskill in the Languages, Latine, Greek, 
and Hebrew, in his interpreting of Scripture, 
in the controverſies of Religion, in his gift 
of exhortation,, in the holy and Reeleſiaſti 
call Hiſtory and Chronologie ; And firſt of 
all, Of his life and manner of converſation; 
wherein if he be found vitious or ſcandal. 
ous; he is not tobe admitted to any other 
examination; Being thus examined , and 
found qualified for that charge, heis lent to 
the vacant place, - that the people hearing 
him; may have the greater aſſurance of his 
gifts for edification. 
After the people have heard him , ſome 
Miniſter of the Presbytery is appointed to 
reach to that people of the neceffity of the 
Miniſter ,of theexcellency of a faithfull Mi: 
niſter, of the qualities of a Miniſter, and of 
the obedience due to the Goſpel, orof/ſome 
ſuch Theme ; And at the ſametimea pub- 


like Edi is ſerved, That if any perſon or 
perſons,. 
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ſons, have any thing to object apindvhe 
lh, doctrine, or life. of :{uch a man, 
why he may not be a profitable Miniſter of 
ſuch a Parith, They ſhall appear before the 
Presbytery in ſuch a place, and at fuch a 
time, that their objeions may betryed and 
Upon:the day appointed, the Door-keep- 
er of the Presbyteridn meeting, doth. call 
three ſtyerall- times, if chere be any roobject 
— the Perſon nominated, and if 'any 
thing be alleadged againſt him by any of 
that particular flack; or ariy other towhom 
heis known, itis dudy arid equally ponder- 
ed bythe Prebytery ; and if #tibe found to 
have any vyeight , or the caſe be doubefull, 
the ordioationis ſulpended till a more per- 
fc triall,Otherwile if there be nothing but 
filence, they uſeto proceed, | 
So that; no :man is here obtruded upon 
the people againſt their open or tacite con- 
ſent and approbation,or without the voices 
of the r Elderſhip with whom he 
ts ro ſerve inthe Miniftery, But if the per- 
ſon nominated be a:Paſtor of ſome other 
flock, and his faithfulneſſe known in-his 


former 
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former charge,this proceſſes ſpared,and his 
tranſ]ation more ſpeedily expede,if there be 
no impediments —— inde, 

Upon the day appointed for accompliſh. 
ing his cleion, and for his ordination, 
which is in due time made known to the 
Congregation,and agreed upon with them, 
a Faſt is ordained to be kept, with more 
than ordinary ſupplication tor the affiſtance 
and blefling of God, in a work of fo great 
concernment: And one of the Paſtors of the 
Presbytery is appointed to preach to that 
peopleof the mutuall duties of Paſtor and 
people. All which being done, the party, 
(who , during the time of the exerciſe of 
publike worſhip,hath been fitting ina con- 
ſpicuous place before the Pulpit, accompa- 
nied with the Elders, and ſome Minifters 
of the Presbytery) is called up,and demand. 
ed concerning his WEEnE and defire to 
ſerve the Lord ] = sus, forthe good of that 
people; with other queſtions of that kinde; 
and the people alſo are demanded, whether 
they will receive him for their Paſtor , and 
ſubmit themſelves unto his Yiniſtery in the 


Lord. Both having declared their readi- 
© neſle 


IC 


neſſe and mutuall conſent, The Miniſter 
cometh from the Pulpit, and with ſo many 
of the Miniſters preſent,as may conyerlient- 
ly. come neer, lay their hands upon his head, 
and inthe Nameof )e s us do appoint him 
to be the Paſtor of that people, praying that 
from Jesus CuriIsT, who 1s at the 
right hand of the Father, and giveth gifts un- 
to men, he may finde the demonſtration of 
the Spirit, and the power and bleſling of 
Govpin his Miniſtery , tothe comfort of 
that people, Therafter the whole Elderſhip 
give unto him theright hand of fellowſhip. 
And laſt of all, the Miniſter goeth to the 
Pulpit, and concludeth the hole ation 
with pertinent thankſgiving and prayers, a 
Pſalm is ſung , and the Aſſembly diſſolved 
with the ble(sing. 

By chis ic may appear that Paſtors or Pres- 
byters are not there admitted at large, with- 
out aſsignation to a particular flock, like 
Maſters of Art,or Doctors of Phyſick. They 
conceive it to be. as prepoſterous for Ordi- 
nation to go before the Eleftion of Mini- 
ſters in the Church, as it is firſt to Crown a 
King, or [nfl a Magiſtrate, and thereafter 


ro 
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tochooſe him: next inthe ordination of their 


Miniſters they uſe none of the ridiculous 
toyes, and apiſh conceits of Popery;; bur, 
according to the ſimplicity of the Apoſtoli- 
calland ancient Church,content themſelves 


with Faſting , _ , and Impoſition of 


hands; Prayer , to bring down a blefs1ng 
upon the perſon on whoſe head the hands 
are laid, and Faſting, to makethe prayer to 
aſcend the more fervently, 

T his liberty of Election is in part prejudg- 
ed & hindred by Patronages and Preſentati- 
ons which are ſtill in uſe there, nor by the 
rules of their diſcipline, but by toleration of 
that w® they cannot amend, in the mean 


time procuring, that inthe caſe of preſenta. 


tions by Patrons,the examination andtryal) 
by the Presbyrery,is ſtill theſame. The Con. 
gregation, where he, who is preſented is to 
{erve, is called, if they have ought to obje&t 
againſt his DoQrine or life, after-they have 
heard him, or that their conſentmay be had. 
Andif he be found Rewus ambitus,or to have 
gone abcur to procure a preſentation, he is 
repelled, & declared incapable of that place. 
No Paſtor may thruſt himſclt upon a 
Ca flock, 


— 
— _- 
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flock, nor after his entry,deſert bis charge,or 
remove himſelf co another Congregation at 
his own pleaſure, The Deſertets, if any be, 
are appointed to be admoniſhed, and in caſe 
of obſtinacy,-to be excommunicated, If a 
Miniſter , upon Jawfull and urgeat cauſes, 
deſire to remove from oneCongrezation to 
another,or if a Miniſter be called to another 
Congregation, for which he is morefit, or 
be called forth upon grave conlicerations 
for ſome publike employment , tending to 
the common benefit of the Church , This is 
not done by private tranſaction, and parti- 
cular agreement of Miniſters and Congre. 
gations, but by the wiſedom and authority 
of the Presbyteries or Aſſemblies of the 
Church ; Nor is it done by them, but upon 
ſuch reaſons as ſhould move that Church, 
wherein for the preſent he miniſtreth , to 
give her conſents; for'whoſe ſupply allo, ci- 
ther a convenientcourſeis preſentlyraken,or 
the way of ſupply is ſeen to be eaſe. 

The Miniſter thns removed from one 
Church to another, receiveth no nevy ordi- 
nation, but by yertue of his firſt ordination 


he ſerveth inthe place, unto which heis 
called 


13 
called and eleted : Only at his admiſſion 
oneof the Presbytery, who is appointed to 
preach of the duty of Paſtors and people, 
and to pray for a bieffing, recommendeth 
him cothe Conpregation,who have before 
declared their willingneſle and defire to re- 
ceive him, andthe Congregation to his care 
and fidelity, And the Paſtor, if any be, to- 
gether wich the Elders, with whom he fit- 
teth beforeche Pulpir,take him by the hand. 

Paſtors and' Miniſters of the Word, 
through old age, ſickneſle, or other infirmi- 
tie being diſabled ro bear the: weight, and 
diſcharge the duty of their Paſtorall charge, 
Do notwithſtanding ſtill retain the honour 
of their office, and comfort of maintenance 
during their lifetime, And they performing 
what they are able inceaching,government, 
viſitation and catechifing, others arejoyned 
with them by the Presbytery , and wich 
theconſent of the people to be their fellow 
labourers, and to _ the main charge. 

The ſame courſe.of eleftion and admilli. 
on for ſubſtance, and in form accordingro 
the nature of their office, is obſerved in the 


calling of other Officers, as Ruling Elders, 
C 3 and 


14 
and Deacons ; Atthe beginning, and where 
there be none, the Paſtor, with the graveſt, 
holieſt, and thoſe of the ſoundeſt judge- 
ment, and beſt affeion to Religion, do 
chooſe them with theconſear of the reſt of 
the people. And where particular Elder- 
ſhips are already conſticute, the Paſtor and 
the Elders who are,now in office do chooſe 
ſuch as are to ſucceed thoſe who are remo- 
ved by death, or any other way, or by vicil- 
ſitude are to relieve ſuch as are now in 
place; And that theeleftion of one or moe 
at firſt, or aftervvard may proceed with the 
conſent of the people, their names are pub- 
liſhed and made known to the congregati- 
en by the Paſtors, that if ought may be ob- 
jeRed again any of them , why they may 
not be reccived tothe office of an Elder or 
Deacon, it may beexamined, and, if it be 
found important, others may be choſen. 
When the day of their admiſſion cometh, 
thePaſtor haying fram'd his doQtrine tothe 
papely callech them up, and remembring 
oththem of their duty intheir charge, and 
the people of their ſubmitting themſelves 
unto them, they ar. ſolemnly received _ 
ikced 


F 


i 
lifred up hands, giving their promiſes to be 
Faithfull. , : s 


L111, The diſcharge of their duties in pax. 
ticular, and firſt of the Paſtor. 


1. The order kept in Preaching, 


Te Paſtor is bound to teach-the Word of 
God in ſeaſon 'and our of ſeaſon, and 
beſide all occaſionall, , and week day Ser- 
mons, which.in Cities and Towvnes uſe to 
be ar leaſt two dayes every week, The 
Congregation doth aſſemble twice on: the 
Lords day, and for this end notice is given 
_ of thetime by the ſound of a Bell. When.ſo 
many of all ſorts, men and women,  ma- 
ſters and ſervants, young and old, as ſhall 
meet together, are aſſembled, The publike 
worſhip beginneth with prayer, and read- 
ing ſome portion of holy Scripture both of 
the Old and Nerv Teſtament, which the 
people hear with attention and reverence, 
and after reading,the whole Congregation 
joyneth in ſinging ſome P/alm. This read- 
ing and ſinging do continve till che Preach. 
ing begin ; . At which time the Miniſter 
having prefaceda little for quickening and 
lifting 
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lifring up the hearts of the people, firſtma. 
keth a prayer for remiſſion of fin, SanRih- 
cation, andall things needfull, joyning alſo 
confeffion of ſins, and thankſgiving, wich 
ſpeciall relation to the hearers, After which, 
in the forenoon is'another P/abn, and after 
the P/alm aprayet for a bleſſing upon the 
preachingof the Word, His Textis ordina- 
rity ſome -part.of that Book of Canonicall 
Scripture, which in his judgement he con- 
ceiveth to be fitreft for the times, and the 
condition of his lock. The Docrine de- 
duced,is explained and confirmed by Scrip- 
tute, and ficly, and fairhfully applyed, allin 
ſuch methode, manner, and expreſhon as 
may moſt edihie the hearers. a 
After Sermon hepraifeth God, and pray- 
eth again for a blefsing, joyning earneſt peti- 
tions for the Church Vniverſall, and for the 
coming of the Kingdom of Chrift, for all 
the afftied Churches, for the Churches in 
his M#*Dominions, for theChurch'of Scot- 
land, Miniſtery and People;for theKing,the 
Queen, the Prince, and their whole Royall 
Progeny, for all the members of: that parti- 
cular Congregation , as well abſent in their 
lawfull 


7 
lawfull affairs as preſent, for all that are affli. 
ed among them in body, minde or means. 
The prayer ended, a P/alm is ſung, and the 
people diſmiſſed with a bleſſing, 

Inthe afternoon cither the ſame order in all 
things almoſt, is followed in performing the 
parts of publike worſhip, or ſome part of the 
Catechilme is expounded, and thereafter fo 
much time as may be ſpared is beſtowed in 
Catechifing ſome part of the Pariſh warned 
particularly to attend, 

| Beſide the publike means they have other 
three helps for edification, one is an ordinary 
courſe of Catechifting on ſuch dayes of the 
week, as are judged to befhitteft by the Paſtor, 
and Elderſhip. Another is the viſitation of 
families by the Paſtors, and the Elders each 
one in his own quarter, for trying the man- 


ners of the people, whether they waik vwor- 


thy of the Goſpel, for SE ths up 
religious exerciſe in families{ Ang that the 
Paſtor from his particular knowledge of the 
flock committed to him, may apply his do. 
Arine, and pray the morepertivently in pub- 
like Thethird is, Examination cf all forts of 
perſons, who are not known to havelome 


good mcalure of knowledge, before the 
D Com- 


18 

Communion, All theſe parts ofthe Miniſtery 
in publike and private are performed more 
diligently, or negligently, according to the 
faichfulneſſe or unfaichfulneſſe of the Mini- 
fter, who hath according to his work, his 
praiſe, or cenſure at the viſitation of the 
Church, by the greater Presbytery. 

No Miniſter there, is ſuffered to be a non- 
reſident, or to have the charge of more 
Churches; Bur if two ſmall contiguous Pa- 
riſhes be united by the aſſembly, to make up 
acompetent congregation, he Preacheth ſome- 
time in the Gne, and ſometime in the other 
Church; as the people do delire, and the El 
derſhip doth direct, 

2, Theorder of Baptiſme, 
N?® other but the Paſtor, who preacheth 
the Word hath the power of the Miniſtra- 
tion of the Sacraments;And concerning Bap- 
tiſme it uſeth not to be haſtened before ſome 
day of —_ mecting of the Congrega. 


tion , nor delayed after,but upon neceſſary im. 


mm , and is never miniſtred in private 
oules, Notice is given thereof in due time to 
the Paſtor,and that by the Father of the child, 
if he be not juſtly hindered,that a word may 
be ſpoken to him in ſeaſon, 


Aﬀter 
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After Sermon on the week dayes, and after 
Sermon in the afternoon, on the Lords day, 
The Paſtor remaining in the ſame place, 
where he bath Preached, and having water in 
a large Baſin provided, with a fair Linnea- 
cloth, in a convenient place, andin adecent 
manner ; The Father, or in his neceſſary ab- 
lence, ſome other man, who is reputed godly, 
preſenteth the child to be Baptized. 

The aRion is begun with a ſhort and per- 
tinent prayer,nexr, ſome words of inſtruction 
couching the Author, nature, uſe, and end of 
this Sacrament, the duties to be performed, in 
the one time,of the perſon to be Baptized, and 
of the parent or viceparent. T hirdly, he that 

reſenterh the childe, maketh confeſſhhon of 
the Faith, into which the childe is to be Bap- 
tized, and promilſeth to bring up the childein 
that Faith, and in the fear of God. Fourthly, 
the Miniſter being informed of the name of 
the childe, Baprizeth thechil.!e ſo named, by 
ſprinkling with water , Into the name of the 
Father, Son, and holy Ghoſt. Laſtly, the Mini- 
ſer conclude:h,as well the publike worſhip, 
for thattime, as the ation, with thankſgiving 
for the Word, and Sacraments, and with 
prayer for a bleffing, and with fuch Petitions, 
D 2 as 
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as he uſeth at other times after Sermon, and in 
end diſmiſſeth, che Congregation with the 
blefling, 

3. Tbe order of miniſtring the Communion, 

or the Lords Supper. 

T He Sacrament of the Lords Supper, is 
more frequently miniſtred in fome Con- 
regations , then in other , according to the 
number of the Communicants,and the Profi- 
ciency of the People in the way of Chriſt, and 
in ſome places upon one Sabbath, in.other pla- 
ces upon two, or three Sabbaths, as it may be 
done moſt conveniently, which is determi- 
ned by the Miniſter, and. Elderſhip of the 

Church. 

None are admited,to the Lords Supper,bur 
ſuch as upon examination are found to have 
a comperent mealnre of knowledge in. the 
grounds of Chiiſtian Religion, and the do- 
Arine of the Sacraments, and are able accor- 
ding to the Apoſtles Commandement, and 
profeſſe themſelves willing, to examine them- 
{elves , and to renew their Covenant made 
with God in Baptiſme, promiſing to walk as 
beſeemeth Chriſtians , and to fobmaic them- 
{elves to all the Ordinances of Chriſt, The 


ignorant, the Scandalous, the obſlinate, and 
ſuch 


vl 
ſuch'as are under Cenſure, or publike admo. 
nition inthe way to cenſure,are not admitted; 
Neither are ſtrangers received, but upon ſutf- 
ficient teſtimony, or otherwile be very well 
known, 

The Sabbath day next beforeche Commu:- 
nion ſhall be celebrated, publike warning 
thereof 13 made by the Paſtor, and of the do- 
Etrine of preparation, to be taughtthe laſt day 
of the week, or at leaſt rowa:d the end of 
the week; That the Communicants may be 
the better prepared, by theule of the means, 
both in private and publike. 

Upon the day of the Communion (notice 
being given after che doQrine of preparation, 
of the houres of meeting, which ulerh to be 
before the ordinary time obſcrved other Sab- 
baths) a large Table decently covered, is lo 
placed, as that the Communicants may belt 
fit about it, and the whole Congreyation, 
may both hear and behold. 

The Preface, prayers, and preaching of that 
day, areall frameJ to the preſent matter of the 
Sacrament, and the duries of the receivers ; at- 
ter Sermon immediarly the Paſtor ulfeth 
an exhortation , and debarreth from rhe Ta- 


ble all ignorant, propbane, - and ſcandalous 
3 perlons, 
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erſons, which being done, he goeth from the 
Pulpit, and ſitteth down with the people at 
the Table, where the bread ſtanding before 
him in great Baſins,fitly prepared for breaking 
and diſtribution, and the wine in large Cups 
in like manner, he firſt readeth , as ſhortly 
expoundeth the words of Inſtitution, ſhew- 
ing the nature, uſe, and end of the Sacrament, 
and the dutics of the Communicants next he 
uſeth a prayer,wherein he both giveth thanks, 
eſpecially tor the Ineſtimable benefit of Re- 
demprion,and for the means of the Word and 
Sacraments , particularly of this Sacrament, 
and prayeth earneſtly ro God for his power. 
full preſence, and cfteRtuall working, to ac- 
company his own Ordinance, to the comfort 
of his people now ro communicate. 

The Elements thus being SanRtified by the 
Word and Prayer, the Miniſter Sacramencally 
breaketh the bread, raketh and eateth himſelf, 
and delivereth co the people, fitting in decent 
and reverent manner about the Table, but 
without difference of degrees, or acceptions of 
perſons ; theſe that are neereſt the Miniſter, 
having received the bread, do divide it from 
hand to hand amongſt themſelyes ; when the 
Miniſter deliyereth the bread, according to 


the 
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the commandment and example of Chriſt,he 
commandeth the people to take and cat, ſay- 
ing, Take ye, eat ye , this is the Body of the Lord, 
Which i broken for you : Do it in remembrance of 
him. Aﬀecr all at the Table have taken and 
eaten, the Miniſter raketh the Cup,and drink- 
ing firſt himſelf, he giveth it to the neereft, ſay- 
ing, This ( up is the New Teſtament, in the Blood 
of the Lord Feſus, which is ſhed for nrany, for the 
remijSion of {ins drink ye all of it, for as often as 
ye do eat thu Bread , and drink this Cup, ye do 
ſhew the Lords death till be come. All this time 
the Elders, in a competent number, and in a 
grave and reyeient manner, do attend abour 
the Table, that all who arcadmitted to the 
Table, may have the bread and wine in their 
own place and order of {itting , the Miniſter 
alſo, continuing in his place, after the giving 
of the Elements, doth either by his own 
ſpeech, ſtir up the Communicants to Spiritu- 
kf meditations of faith, of the great love of 
God in Chriſt, and of the Paſſion of Chriſt, 
and to holy affetionsof love , joy, godly for- 
row, thankfulnefſe,and whatſoever may con. 
cern them at that rime, or cauſeth be read the 
hiſtory of the Paſſion , or ſome other part of 
Scripture, which may work thelame _ 
Alter 
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Aﬀter all at the Table have received the 
Cup, they riſe from the Table, and return in a 
quiet manner, to their places , another com- 
pany cometh to the Table, and ſo athird and 
a fourth,till all have received in the ſame man- 
neras the firſt , during which time of remo- 
ving of the one, and approaching ofthe other, 
the whole Congregation ſingeth ſome part of 
a Pſalm, touching the Paſſion, or thelove and 
kindenefle of God to his people, as Þ/al. 22,or 
103, &c, 

After the laſt company hath received , the 
Miniſter riſing from the Table, goech to the 
Pulpit, where, after a ſhort ſpeech, tendiog 
ro thankſgiving , be doth againe ſolemnely 
give thankes unto God for ſo great a mercy, 
and prayeth as on other Sabbaths; The prayer 
ended , all joyn in ſinging a Pſalm of praiſe, 
ſutable to the occaſion, and are diſmiſſed 
with the bleſſing, before which none are to 
depart, unlefſe in caſe of necelsity, 

The Communion being thus celebrated in 
the forenoon,the people meet again 1n t! e af. 
ternoon, at which time,the Miniſter teacherh 
the Doctrine of thank(ſgiving,and cloſeth the 
pablike and ſolemn worlhip of that day,from 
which the people uſe co depart,refreſhed wi - 
rene 


the grace and peace of God, and ſtrengtliened, vyich 


nevvy and freſh reſolutions to ſerve the Lord. 

4. The order of fg 
Owectimes the faſt or humiliation is of larger 
extent, to be obſerved by all the Churches in 

the Kingdome, ſometime more particular, of one 
or more Congregations ; Sometimes the faſt is kept 
- oneday only, ſometimes all chedayes of the week, 
Sometimes on the Sabbath only, eſpecially in the 
Countrey Churches; Sometimes upon ſome day 
of the week alſo, as in Cities or Towns; 'They 
neither make difference of dayes for hnmiliation, 
nor do they keep any ſer faſts or feaſts : all is diſpo- 
ſed and done, according as the occaſions, and cauſes 
do preſſe orrequire, as may ſerve moſt for the end 
intended,and may beſt ply with the opportunities, 
and neceſſities of the Congregation. = 

The Sabbath next before the faſt, notice is given 
of the Cauſes of humiliation, and of thetimes to 
be obſerved, with carneft exhortation. to the peo- 
ple, to prepare themſelves for afflicting their ſoules, 
and extraordinary humiliation. 

In many places eſpecially in Cities, Towns, and 
greater Villages, or where the people may conve. 
niently aſſemble, The day before the faſt, the do- 
Qrine of preparation tothe faſt,is raught expreſsing 
the nature, and uſethereof, for averting the wrath 
of God. 
he dayes of the faſt from morningto evening, 
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traordinary Sabbath, with abſtinence from mear, 
and drink, from delights and worldly labours, 
with the exerciſes of —_—— the Law , plain 
preaching, interpretation, and particular applicaci- 
on, deep humiliation, and renting of the heart for 
fin, large, and hearty confelsions of ſin, fervent ſup. 
plications, and carneſt ſecking of God, by prayec 
for pardon, wich ſinging of penitentiall Pſalms , 
aſter which they have many times, found wonder- 
full deliverances, and extraordinary bleſſings from 
Heaven. 
5, The order of marriage. | 

A whough marriage be no Sacrament, nor part 

of the Worſhip of God, yerthey conceive that 
the Matrimoniall conjun&ion of Chriſtians, and 
members of the Church is moſt conveniently ſo- 
lemnized inthe faceof the Congregation, with in- 
ſtrucionout of Gods Word, of the loſtitution, uſe, 
and ends of marriage, and of the duties of married 
perſons, and with bleſsing by the Miniſter, and 
with the prayers of the Church, 

Theparties are contrated before they be marti- 
cd, and before they becontraeed , if there be any 
ſuſpicion of their _—— , they arcexamined jn 
the grounds of Religion , andin their knowledge 
of the mutuall duties , which they owe cach to o- 

ther, Notice alſo is given ofthe conſent of Parents, 
or vice-Parents, and that nenther of them is contra- 
Red 


Qed beforeto any other party, nor anyimpediment - 
from the degrees of Aﬀfinity.or Conſanguiaity pro- 
hibiced ; The contract and purpoſe of; marriage is 
alſo publiſhed , three ſeverall Sabbaths before the 
ſame beſolemnized , and if there be nothing obje- 
&ed to hinder their marriage, then are they ſolemn- 
ly married, in the face of the Congregation, before 
the ending of 40 dayes from the time of the con- 
tract. 

They require for marriagethe free conſent of the 
arties come to the yeers of diſcretion, and the 
Cholli and conſear of the Parents, they do not 
allow of the marriage of Infants, nor ſecret and 
clandeſtine contracts and marriages , nor do they 
uſe any idle rites or ſuperſtitious Ceremonies, in 
the time of the Solemnization. 
6, The Orderof Burial of the dead. 
T Hough Buriall be no part of the Worſhip of 

God, nor of the work of the Miniſtry, yet they 
chink meet that an honeſt and competent number 
of Chriſtians, accompany the Chriſtian friends of 
the dead untothe Grave, that they may confer and 
comfort one another by the way, and ro ſee the Bu- 
riall done in a grave and decent manner, remem- 
bring that ſin isthe cauſe of death, that Chriſt hath 
overcome death and the grave, and that they who 
die in the Lord,ſhall riſe again to life ——— 

Their Burials are without finging or reading, 
which the ſuperſtitious do conceive to be profira- 
E 2 . 
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perflition,and tend to flacrery,makethe 
Goſpel to be preached with reſpect of perſons, and 
are moſt preficd by fuch as do leaft regard Sermons 
at other times ; and wirhour Feaſting, with affeQate 
(hews of mourning, and avy furcher pomp or Ce- 
remony, than civil differences-and reipets do re- 
quire, | | 

Fhey conceive , for many reaſons, that the pla- 
ces of theaſſembling ofthe people forthe Word and 
Sacraments, ought'not 'to'be: places of Burial, 
which is therefore forbidden,and,for the moſt pare, 
is forborn in thatKingdom. 

Regiſters arc ordained to be'kept , of thenamgs 
and-times of-all that are 'baptized , of allithat are 
matried, and all that are matried. 


IV. Of Dotlors, and their Office, andof Schools. 
He Church of Scotland hath had no other :Do- 

® ors, but Maſters and Profeſſors of Divinity, 
in Univerſities and Colledges, of which, ſome uſe 
to be choſen to be Elders of particular Churches, 
and Commiſſioners to the Nationall Aſſembly;and 
beſides theſe the Teachers of more private and pat- 
ticular Schools. | | "7 
They uſe to be examined and tried, boric their. 
learning, and life,by the Presbitery,and cheir charge 
is not only to bring up their ſchollers in humane li- 
terature and liberall Arts,butalſo in Civil —_— 
oy | ation 
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faiog and good manners , bug” 

Grounds of Chriſtian Religion , by 

rechiſme. 

Asthe DoCtors of Col'edges do keep the mee- 
tings of the Presbitery,and by courſe do propheſie, 
or makethe exercilc with the Miniſters, ſo allo do 

the maſters of private Schooles for the greater part 
of them,who therefore are apart of the Seminarie 
of the publike Mioiſtery, are numbred. among the 
expeQants, hovv foonthey areenabled, to enter - 4 
on theexercile,and ſometimes are imployed by the 
Miniſters to helpthem,intcaching and Catechiſing 
of the people. 

'The:Univerſities allo uſe to be vifited by Com- 
miſſioners delegated from the Nationall aſſembly, 
charthere be nothing taught by the Profeſſors and 
Doors, but what is ſound and conſonant ta the 
confeſſion of faith, and the received Jdoftrine, and 
orderof the Church, ando fee that both Maſters, 
and Schollers do their duties diligently, -ofpecially 
that their be no ſcandall nor corruption of maners, 
Inlike-maner the more private fchooles, areviſited 
by:the Presbiterics, poore {chollers of. good ingines 
andexpeRtation are provided in agreat part of their 
maintenance, by places of the foundation of Col- 
edges, which are appointed by the Founders , or 
Retormers, for that uſe, and others are maintarney, 
| by Contribution of particular Churches within c- 

very Presbitery,which thePaſtor or Elder bringeth 
tet 
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unto them, foloone as they areTholendy the Pres. 


V. Of Elders and their Office. 

He Calling, Ele&ion, and admiſſion of Elders 

is before ſpoken of, The number of Elders in 

every Pariſh is not definit,bur doth vary according 

to the number,and neceſſity of the people; la ſome 
pariſhes 6, in ſome 10, or 12, &c. 

Such are choſen to be Elders as come neereſt to 
the gifts,and qualities required, by the Apoſtle, and 
after they are choſen, are at all occaſions exhorted 
by the Paſtor to be enfamples to the flock, and to 
watch over them faithfully, againſt all corruptions, 
in religion andlite, And as the Paſtor ſhould bee 
diligent in teaching and ſowing the ſeed, ſo arethe 
Elders deſired to be carefull in ſeeing and ſeeking 
the fruits in the people. 

The Elders do attend with the Paſtor in Chate- 
chiling the perrnes afhſt him lo viſiriog the ſick, 
In admoniſhing all men of their duty , and if an 
will not heare them, they bring the diſobedient be- 
fore the Elderſhip; In cauſing theaRs of the aſſem- 
blics, as well particular as generall, to be pur in 
exccution ; Buta principall part of their duty is to 
joyne alwayes, with the Paſtor in the particular El- 
derſhip,and in the other aſſemblies of the Church, 
as they ſhall be called , for exerciſing of diſcipline, 
and governing the whole Congrezation, 
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VI. 6f the Deacons and their Office. 


Wi manver of perſons the Deacons ought to 
.Y' V begthe Scripture is plain,and ſuchthey make 
choiſe of as are ſo qualified, ſo far as may be ; The 
forme of their eleCtion is before expreſſed. Their 
number muſt be conſidered of, according to the 
' number of the poore, and the proportion of the 
Congregation,as we ſpake before, of the Elders. 
Their maine duty,is to colle&, receive, and diſtri- 
bute, not onely the almes, for the poore, but the 
whole Eccleſiaſticall goods,which are not aſſigned 
and appointed, for the maintenance of particular 
perſons, 

Theſe duties they muſt performe , at the di: 
cretion and by the appointment of the Paſtor, and 
Elders, for which cauſe, and not for government, 
they arc to be preſeat at the ordinary meetings of 
the Eldeiſhip. 

The meanes for the maintenance of the poore 
are colleted,by the Deacons, the firſt day of the 
pweeke, and other dayes of the publike aſſembling 
of the uy to the worſhip of God, at the entry of 
the Church. And if this prove not a competency, 
then do the people cither ov in their Charity, on 
ſuch dayes as are appointed by the Elderſhip, or are 

willing to be taxed, according as they ſhall be j1dg- 
edto be able, In ſome Cirics, and RR” 
is 
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this order hath been carefully obſerved , none have 
been ſuffere 1 to bep,and none have lacked.” 

Their Miniſters, beſide their Gleab and Manſe, 
arc all-provided to certaine, and the moſt part, to 
competent ſtipends, which are paid either in victu- 
all or moncys,or in both: And if the charge of their 
family be grear, and their children put co Schooles 
er Colledges, they arc helped, and ſupplied by the 
charity of the people; which uſeth alſo to be exten- 
ded , if need be, toward their widows and Or. 
phanes, after their deceaſe, of which the whole El- 
derſhip hath a ſpeciall care, 

: Every pariſh almoſt hath ſome ſtock for the re- 
liefe of ftrangers,and for ſupply of the extraordina- 
ry necefſities,of their ovvne poore : Hoſpitalls have 
heir ownerents, and the publike buildings of the 
Church, are upholden, by the Patron, and the Free- 
holders of the Pariſh; unto which,if any be unwil- 
ling , he is conftrained/by Law to pay bis propor- 
tion, | 


The Second Part. 


I. Of the Aſſemblies of the Church, and firſt in 
_ Gegerall. | 


-- O man here, were he never ſo 
5, Eminent above others; for Pi- 
— ety, W:idome, or Learning, 
ly or doth he never ſo much ar- 
DDZTNG) rogate authority, to himſelf, 
MAR hath therains of Church Go- 
vernment in his hands to determine, or to doe 
what ſcemeth good in hisown eyes ; Butall 
matters are adviſed ,, determined, and judged 
with common conſent in the mcetings, and 
aſſemblies ofthe Church , which for this end 
are of foure ſorts and degrees, which are com- 
monly called by thenamcs of Church ſeſſons, 
or particular Flderſhips, or Conſiſtories;Pres- 
byteries, or Claſſes; Provinciall Synods, and 
Nationall or Generall Aſſemblics. 

E Each 
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| Each oftheſe allemblies, hath a Prefident 
or Moderator, who bcginneth , and eadeth 
with prayer; propoundeth matters to be trea- 
tcd; procureth themto bedebated ifneed bee, 
in an orderly way, that all may be heard, and 
none interrupted , unleffe he ſpeak too much, 

athereth the voices, which are noted by the 
Clerk ;' and pronounceth the ſentence , or if 
there be an <quality, remitteth itts the greater 
Presbyterie; cach of them hath a Clerk , or a 
Notary ; and a Regiſter ofall things debated 
and done by them , eſpecially of ſach matters 
as may be of future uſe. 

None of theſcaſſemblics , from the leaſt to 
thegreateſt are to treat of matters pertaining to 
the civill Jurifdition and Magiſtrate , but on- 
ly of matters Spirituall and Ecclefiaſticall,that 
the dodtrine and worſhip may be kept in puri- 
ty, all things be done 7 are and in order, 
in the particular Churches , and that all the 
members of the Churches may walke wor- 
thy ofthe Goſpell. 

' Theleffer and inferiour aflembly is ſubordi- 

nate tothe ſuperiourand greater, ſo tharif any 
perſon , ſhall think -himſelfe wronged ors di- 
ftreſſed, by the unjuſt proceeding of the infe- 
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riour aſſembly, it is lawfull for him to ſeek re- 
licfe of the greater, providing, it be doncin an 
humble and peaceable way , and intheright 
order,by procecding tothe next greater aſſem- 
bly, and ſo of the reſt, if need be, taking them 
in their ſubordinationuntill either he be ſaryh- 
ed, or, which rarely commeth to paſſe, heaſ- 
cend unto the higheſt of all, 

In matters difficult or ſuchas belong to ſu- 
periour aſſemblies, References from the leſſer 
arcordinary, but nothing belonging to an in- 
feriour alſemblic is broughtbefore a greater, til 
either it cannot be ſetled or be diſorderly done 
by them, or ſome complaint arife.' And in that 
caſe, ſo faras may ſtand with truth and peace, 
the greater affemblic is carefull to preſervethe 
power and authoritie ofthe leſſer ; and there- 
fore matters belonging to inferiour aſſemblies 
are commonly remitted unto them by the 
greater. 

. * There, one Church were it never ſo great, 
hath not anthoritie over another , nor 1s1t go- 


verned by any extrinſecall power ; but all the * 


articular Churches are of equall power and 
authority, and are ruled and judged by them- 
ſelves ard their owne intrinſecall power 1n 
E 2 allemblics 


Om —_— — 


GE: 
aſſemblies compoſed, and conſiſting of their 
officers and commiſhoners fromthem, - * 


11. Of Particular Blderſhips in Pariſhes, 
He particularElderſhipot Church-ſeſſi- 


| on conhifteth of one or moe Miniſters 
and of Elders ſo many, m-riumiber as the pro- 
portion ofthe Congregationdoth require, who 
ordinarily do meet once in the week, : | 
The.Deacons are alwayes:ptcſent with the 
Elders , not-for goverameat , 'but that they 
may make knowne the '\caſc.and neceſſities of 
the poore; and-may conſult and recavedire- 
ion forthtirſupply,! -:; 71 : HA 
The Miniſter of the pariſh 1s alwayes mode- 
rator-of-this Meeting, and ifthere be moe Mt- 
niſters thenone,the moderator 1s either choſen 
or they doc moderate by courſe , providing 
that none bee moderator while any matter 1s 
treated, which concerneth h's own particular. 
The matters treated by this elderſhip , are 
ſuch particulars as concerne the wor ſhip of 
God inthatChurch,as,what dayes of the week 
are meeteſt for aſſembling to the publick wor- 
ſhip, if it may be had & be thought necellary, 


what 
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what houres on the Lords day before and af- 
ter noone, which are variable according to the 
length or ſhortneſle of the day,in Summer and 
Winter, what times are fitteſt for publick Ca- 
techiling, and for viſiting of particular fami- 
lies, how. often, and at what times the Lords 
Supperis moſt ſeaſonably miniſtred:all which 
are proper for keeping,of order inthatChurch, 
and.cannot be fo titly determined by a ſuperi- 
our afſemblic ; the E1ders alſo do here delatc 
ſcandalous perſons, and bring themto pub- 
lick repentance according to the forme pre- 
ſeribedin the greatcr allemblics : Bur if * wok 
be any doubt or difficulte, or if the offences 
and ſcandals be greatand [ainous, or if the de- 
linquents adde obſtinacie and impenitencie to 
their fault, then are they warned to appear be- 
fore the greater Presbyterie there to receive or- 
der for their cenſure, or to be ſent home again 
to giveſatisfation,or to make their repentance 
in their owne Church where they have given 
offence, and where the fault was commutted : 
For example, a man behaving himſclfe ſcanda- 
louſlie with a woman , both unmarixd and 
ſingle perſons , 1s fuſt admoniſhed and rebu- 
ked; it f.rnication appearc, he is called before 


the 
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the Elderſhip, brought to the ſendiflmnd eon- 
fc{ſion of his fault, and ordainedto make his 

lick repentance according to the order of 
the Church, and to abſtaine all ſcanda- 
lous behaviour afterward, But tf he prove ob- 
ſlinate , hce is conveened before the reater 
Presbyteric, the matter is examined _ cither 
he promiſcth to give obedience to his owne 
Elderſhi p, or in caſe of continued obſtinacic, 
the cenſures of the Church procecd againſt 
him, But if there bee a ſcandall of adalteric 
or murder, the noiſe and ſcandall whereof is 
far ſpread, and filleth all mens earcs round a- 
bout, the partics are brought before the greater 
Presbyteric, and the particular Elderſhip doth 
before prepare the parties for their appearance 
before the Presbytcrie. 

The ſame faults which are brought before 
the particular or greater Presbytery in an eccle- 
fiaſticall way, arcalſo puniſhed by the c1vill 
magiſtrate, and the pecuniall mul or penalty 
is given to the Deacons to bee kept in the 
Churchtreaſure forthe benefit of the poore, or 
other pious ulcs, 

Nothing uſeth to bee done by the leſſer or 
greater presbytery in ordering the - publicke 


\Vorſhip 
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Worſhip, 'cenfurmg of delmquents or 
bringing them to publick repentance, but ac- 
cordingto the fſetledorder of the Church, and 
with expreſſe or tacite conſent of the conpre- 
gation, and if there be any new emergents that 
cauſe doubting or hzlitation, the matter is re- 
mitted to the greater aſſemblies of the Church. 


ITI, TheOrder of Excommunication, 


LL baptized perſons, when they come 
to age and diſcretion , are not admit- 

ted to the Lords table ; but ſuch onely as 
either upon examination are found to haye a 
competent meaſure of knowledge in the prin- 
ciples of Religion, doe profeſle that they are 
belcevers and doe live unblameably, or com- 
ming from another Congregation bring with 
them ſufficicat teſtimonie that they are ſuch, 
or are otherwiſe well knowne and approved. 
The Miniſter and Elders uſe all mcanes in 
private and publick to bring all others within 
the pariſhto knowledge, fairh,and holinefſe of 
lifethat they may be fitted for the LordsTable. 
Butthis not admifſiontothe Communion 1s 
one thing, and excommunication of haynous 
or 
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or obfinate offenders is another thing very 
different. | 

In caſe of obſtinacic and wilfull impeniten- 
cic, even when the offences are not ſo great and 
ſcandalous, they proceed toexcommunicati- 
on, but with great meckneſſe, longſuffering, 
and by many degrees , the cenſure being fo 
weighty, and they deſirous to gainethe ſinner 
tO repentance, 

If any perſon walke 'unworthy of the 
Goſpell, or commit atay treſpaſſe, he is ({.un- 
lefle the ſcandall bee publike and notorzous ) 
admoniſhed firſt ſecretly by one, next by two 
orthree more. Andthurdly, Ifhe contemne 
both,then according to the order preſcr.bedby 
our Saviour, Mat. 18. The mattcr 1s brought 
before the Miniſter and Elders where he is ac- 
cuſed both of the treſpaſſe and of the con- 
tempt, If he cannot yet be brought to repen- 
taice , then 1s the matter in ſome meaſare 
made knowne unto the Congregation, and 
hee called before: the greater Presbytery ; 
whereif hegtve ſignes of his repentance, heis 
remitted to ſatisfie his owne ſeſſion, Bur if 
he perſiſt in his obſtinacie, then by the Ordi. 
nance ofthe Presbytery, the particular _ 


<a 4r) 
ſhip is to proceed againſt him with the cen: 
ſures of the Church cven to excommuni- 
cation, 

T he matter being thus h-ard knowne and 
judged, and the whole proceſſe reviſed by the 
greater presbytery, the next Sabbath without 
dclay, the treſpaſſc andorder of admonitions 
aredeclared tothe Congregation, and the per- 
ſon without ſpecification of his name, admo- 
niſhcd yet to fatisfic : Which if he ſtill refuſe 
to doe, the next Sabbath his name wirh his 
offence and contempt , are publ.ſhed, if he 

et continue obſtinate, then thenexe, which 
isthethird Sabbath, is he charged publickly 
to ſatisfie for his offence and contempt under 
the paine of excommunication. If now he 
ofter himſelfe to the particular Presbyterie, 
then do they ar the appointment of the Pres- 
byterie,give order for his publick repentance, 
the removing of the ſcandal], and his recon- 
cilement tothe Church , otherwiſe the Mi- 
niſter proceedeth in this ord. r. 

The Sabbath after the third publick ad- 
monition, the Miniſter with conſent of the 
Elderſhip, 1s to make knowne tothe Congre- 
gation that ſuch a perſon is tobe excommu- 
F nicated 
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nicated , warning all -thathayve#Wy thing to 
obje&t againſt it, that they appeare the next 
ſeſſion day : And for the preſent , thar the 
whole Congregation powre forth their ſup- 
plications, chat God would granchim repen- 
cance, and to'comeout of the ſnare of thede- 
vil. Ifnothing beobjected, or ifnone for him 
witneſle any appearanceof repetitance, then is 
the danger of the perſon , andthe weight of 
the ſentence laid open the next Sabbath, and 
he the {ſecond time'prayed for publickly. If at 
laſt upon the next Sabbath there be no ſigne 
of repentance, then.is ke prated for the third 
time, and there being'no meane unaſlaied.nor 
remedy left toreclaime him , hee isſtrucken 
with theterrible ſentence of excommunicati; 
on, with calling upon the Name of God to 
rarifie the ſentence in Heaven, and the people 
warned to hold him as an-Hcathen, or a Pub- 
lican, and to ſhun all communion with him, 
except in naturall and civill duties to be (till 
performed by ſuch asare bound. Jt is to bee 
underſtood , chat where the crimes are ſuch 
that they cry to the heavens for revenge, 
walte the conſcience, and by the law of 
God deſerve death, and the tranſgreflor cer- 


tainly 


os 
43) 
tainly knowne, thE'proceſle may be more 
ſummarie,& excommunication more haſtned, 
as on the other part of abſolution, the time 
would be lonzer, and the triall of repentance 
more exact, 

Afterexcommunication, he is permitted to 
come fo the preaching of the Word, yet fo as 
it may appeare that he commeth as one not 
having communion with the Church. Nei- 
ther is he debarred from private coun{ell, in- 
ſtruCtion, admonition, and prayer, that in 
end his ſpirit may be ſaved. Ifafrer excommu- 
nication the Elderſkip finde the {tgnes of re- 
pentance, as rhe good life and behaviour of 
the excommunicate,declaration of the griefe 
of his heart, and his humble ſubmiſſion to the 
order of the Church , inall things that may 
reconcile him to God and his people, they 
fall with joy of heart make it knowne co the 
Congregation by the Miniſter,thatthey may 
alſo have joy over their bro. her repentin;, : or 
if they have oughtto object againſt he ruth 
of his repentance, they may glve notice there- 
of at the nexc meeting of the Elderſhip,whe c 
if nothing be alleaged againſt him}, afte. he 
hath obeyd the injunRions of the Elde ſhip 
F 2 for 
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for his further humiliationand the better try- 
all of his repentance, he is either brought be- 
fore the greater Presbyterie, asall other peni- 
rents for great Crimes, or by rclaczon from his 
owne Elderſhup , 1s to give them ſatisfaction 
in the ſ1gnes of his repentance that he may be 
abſolved. 

Asall publick penitents are received,ſo is the 
excomunicate abſolved 1n the face of thecon- 
gregarion, before whom being brought by the 
Elders at the time appointed, he maketh free 
confeſſhon of his {inne and mourneth tor it, 
crycth to God for mercie, ſeckerh robe recon- 
ciled to the Church and promiſeth new obe- 
dience; with which all being ſatisfied and wil- 
ling to receive him into their common and 
mutuall conſolation , the Miniſter who 
preacheth for that tume pronounceth him 
on his repentance to bee abſolved in the 
Name of Chriſt from his finne, and free of the 
cenſurs of the Church, and have right through 
faith to Chriſt and all his benefits and ordi- 
nances, praiſing Cod for his grace, and pray- 
ingthat he may befully accepted to his favour, 
looſed in Heaven, and hearc the voice of joy 


and-gladneſle, 
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After the ſentence of abſolution, the Mini- 
ſer ſpeakerh to him astoa brother exhortin 
him to watch and pray, or comforting him if 
he have need, the Elders imbrace him, and the 
whole congregation Kkeepeth communion 
with him as if he had never offended, 

As the Presbyterie excommunicateth pro- 
fane profeſlors, fo doth it alſo depoſe Preach- 
ers, 1f they be teachers of cortupt Doctrine, if 
their lives continue ſcandalous after admoni- 
tion , if they be bulte inrenting the Church a 
ſander by ſchiſme and diviſion ; if they be gi- 
ven to blaſphemie, profanation of the Lords 
day, ſimone, perjurie, drunkennefſe, fighting, 
or any other {inne , for which , whether in re- 
ſpect of the greatneſle of the ſinne , or by rea- 
Gn of the contempt and obſtinacic when the 
ſinne is not ſogreat , private perſons are cx- 
communicated ; and [rl br be upon 
their repentance abſolved from the ſentence of 
excommunication, yet in ſome caſes eſpecial- 
ly, where the crime inferreth a perpetuall in- 
famie , are they never readmutted tothe Mini- 
ſtery, except upon the unanimous and moſt 
earneſt deſire of the whole Church where they 
{crved before, 
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IV, Of greater Presbytertes or Claſſes, 


He Presbyterie or Claſſicall meeting 
doth conſiſt of particular neighbouring 
Chu:ches. in ſuch a circuite as may'conveni- 
ently meet together, to the number of ten, ſix- 
teenc,twentic,or ſo many as the vicinitic of the 
places, and pariſhes may well accommodate. 
It 1s ſuppolcd that the whole particular E]- 
derſhips cannot well aſſemble in one place or- 
dinarily, neither is it nectſ]aric, There be there- 
fore belide the Miniſter or Miniſters of the 
Congregation who are ſuppoſed to be perpe- 
tuall members of the Pre:byterie, ſome of ſpe- 
ciallinote choſen out of the Elders & by them, 
who receiving from them commiſhon may 
repreſent the whole ; from cach particular El- 
dcrſhip , one of the Elders with the Miniſter 
or Miniſters repaireth to the place of mecting: 
ſo that the members of this Presbyteriall 
meeting are all che Minilters within the Cir- 
Cuit, and one Elder delegated from cach par- 
ticular Elderſhip. 
None of the Miniſters are permitted to be 
abſent, unleſle they be detain. d by neceſlarie 
impediments 


impediments or extraordinarie imployments. 
And therctore the day of the mecting of the 
Prcesbyteric may not be deſtinate toordinaric 
preaching ? Nor are they to wait that day up- 
on folemnizing of mariages. The names are 
called by the Clerk, and the abſents atenoted 
and examined the next day upon the reaſons 
of their abſence; and if any happen to abſent 
themſelves many dayes without reaſonable 
cauſes, they are ſctapart and cenſured asguil- 
tie of the contempt orneglect of the order of 
the Church. But the Elders are not ſo trict- 
lie ied to ordinaric attendance; but if there be 
any matter of great weight to be handled,the 
are all warncd to be picſent : And if hee who 
was formerly Commuſſioner may not aſliſt, a- 
nother Commuſhoner in his place may bee 
choſen by the £lderſhip, 

It is permitted to the expectants having en- 
tered before upon the publick exerciſe or pro- 
pheſie to fit by the Miniſters and Flders1in the 
meeting of the Presbyterie, and to givetheir 
judgement of the doCtrine , but they have no 
voice when matters of doctrine or diſcipline 
are debated. And in the handlingof ſome mat- 
ters Which arethought fit to be concealed and 
| kept 
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kept ſeczet, till they be by common conſent 
publiſhed, they uſe ro be removed. 

Becauſe the wholediſcipline in a manner is 
jn the hands of the Presbyterie, they are to 
meet once a week or fortnight upon a certaine 
day,and ina certain plaCe,but in ſome places, 
through the length and deepneſle of the way 
in winter, they do nat mect ſo often, 

' The ſabjeRt and matters treated in the Preſ- 
bytery are all the Eccleliaſticall matters of 
weight, which concern the particular Church- 
es there repreſented, as the examination , or- 
dinatzan, fuſpenfion, and depoſition of Mini- 
ſters ; ſcandals of Miniſters in doctrine, life, 


or any part oftheir calling ; the decerning of 
excommunication, references, and appellati- 
ons from particular Elderſhips,and the amen- 
ding of any _ that hath beene negligently 


or weakly done by them ; the anſwering alſo 
of queſtions and requeſts from other Presby- 
terics,Churches,or perſons,or ſending ofCom- 
miſhoners in ſome caſes to other Churches or 
Presbyteries , whether to admoniſh or adviſe 
them, or to ſeek counſell from them , but fo 
that they have no autho ity wrhout the limi.s 
of their own conſociation. 


The 


The Miniſters'and Elders who are Com- 
mufſioners, together with the expeRants and 
others who are plcaſcd to be preſent , meeting 
in the place, and az the day and houre appoin- 
ted , which uſeth to be one halfe houre after 
nine a clock inthe forenoone, whereof warn- 
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ing 1sgiven bythe found of a bell, that fo all ; 


the affaires of that day (unleſſe there be ſome- 


what extraordinary to hold them longer)may 4 


bee exped againſt mid-day , doe begin with 
prayer, and proceed to the textuall interpre- 
ration of Scripture, which is done by the Mi- 
niſters, cachone in his own place by courſe,or 
by the expectants, whoſe names are ſet forth in 


atablc, or written in the Regiſter of the Pres- | | 


byieric for that end;after the firſt ſpeaker ſome 
other who followeth in order, and is alſo ap- 
inted by the Presbyterie the day before, 
aketh in the fecond place, colleting ſome 
octrines one or moe upon the text expoun- 
ded and ſhewing the aſe thereof, The | Sana 
ſpeaker having ended about eleven a clock,the 
exerciſe is cloſed with thankſgivmg by him 
who ſpake firſt, The matter of cach days ex- 
ercile 35 fonke portion of that particular _ 
” G O 
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of the Old or New'Tcſtament agreed upon in 


the Presbyterie:onceevery moneth ſome com- 
mon place or controverlic is handled , unto 
which the exerciſe giveth place for that day. 
The ground is read in Scripture; the ſtate of 
the queſtion propounded , the arguments for 
the truth preſſed and vindicated from the So- 
phiſtication of the adverſaries ; but the argu- 
ments contra are left to bee proponed in the 
Presbyteriall mceting by fuch Miniſters as are 
called by the Moderator to diſpute upon the 
propoſitions, or Theſes exhibit,the day of the 
meeting next before, by the contraverſar, and 
arc propugned by him , the Modcrator being 
ms of the diſputation. That the Presbytc- 
ric may go thorow all the controverſies , they 
have alſo a table wherein they arc all digeſted 
in order , ſo that cach miniſter or ex pectant 
knoweth a moneth before what is next to be 
treated, 

Theexerciſceor common head of controver- 
fie ended in publick, the people depart , and 
the Miniſters and Elders with others, who are 
permitted to bee preſent , goeto the private 
place of their meeting, where all being ſet in 

: order, 


Pet 


order, and the Moderatorhaving begun with 
prayer , the doftrine delivered in publick is 
examined,and each one of the Presbyterie and 
34 ae ,cither apptroveth,or in charity and 
ſobcrneſſc of ſpirit, propoundeth his doubt a- 
gainſt any point ſpoken of, which being done, 
the ſpeakers for y 3 day arecalled upon (they 
being apart at this time) their interpretation 
and deetrine approved, and they encouraged 
or (if there be cauſe) they are ina brotherly 
manner admoniſhed. The doarine cenſured 
(for this they call the cenſure of the doctrine.) 
The matters before mentioned to be the ſubject 
ofthe Presbyteriall jurisdiRtion,arc propoun- 
ded, modeſtly debated, and either concluded, 
or taken to further deliberatioy, orremitted to 
the Synod,and ſothe mecting concluded with 
rayer. The Moderator either continueth in 
bis place betweene one Provinciall Synod and 
another, or for a ſhorter time, butthey think u« 
not fit to change the Moderator at every 

meeting, | 
The Presbyteries alſo do viſit the ſeverall 
Churches within their bounds, cither by hold- 
ing their full mcetings at the Churches, or by 
G 2 ſcading 
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ſending their commiſſioners thither, that they 


may {ce how the ordinances of Chrilt are uſed 
and obeyed, by the Miniſter, Elderſhip, and 
all the congregation, and that if any thing be 
amille, it may be rectihed. 


V, Of Provincaall Synoads, * 


He whole Kingdome is by the wiſdome 
| of the Generall aſſemblic, ſo divided in 
Provinces, as the Minifters and © 1ders may, 
for vicinity of place, beſt mect in Provinciall 
Synods, without reſpet to Epiſcapall Dio- 
celes, the particular Churches whereof are.ſo 
far caſt a ſundcr in Scot/andthat they cannot 
conveniently joyne 1n provinciall Synods; 

The provincaall Synode is of the ſame con- 
ſtitutzon with the Presbyteric, and doth con- 
fiſt of all the Minifters, and one Elder having 
commyilhion, as before, from each particular 
Church within the province. 

It meeteth ordinarily twice a yeare, but the 
place & thetime ofthe meeting are choſen ac- 
cording to the conveniencie of the Churches 
of the province,and as the cxigence of their af- 

faures 
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faires doth require. The Moderator of the for- 
mer Synod, opencth the Synod with a Ser- 
mon, fit for ſuchan aſſembly; and after Ser- 
mon ſetting himſelfe downe in his place, with 
the clerk of the Synod ( who forthemoſt part 
is onc of the Miniſters choſen by plurality of 
voices) beginneth with prayer , cauſcth the 
names of the Miniſters tobe read , who not 
only anſwer, for their owne preſence (the ab- 
ſent being noted) butalſo giveupthenames of 
the Commiſhoners from the ſeverall Church- 
es, which are written, dowa by the Clerk, and 
their commiſſions alſo read, ifneed be, and 
proceedcth to the chooling of a new mode- 
rator, 

The Moderator is thus choſen. A lift is made 
by the former moderator of foure or fiveof the 
ableſt men for wiſdome, authority and dexte- 
rity for ſuch an employment which is appro- 
ved by the conſent ofthe Synod, And = 
member of the Synod be pleaſed to adde any 
other ſo qualifed to the hiſt , hisnameis joy- 
ned with the former, and out ofthis liſt the 
Moderator is choſen by the ſuffrages ofthe Mi- 
niſters and Elders, and ſer in the place of the 
former Moderator. The 


The new Moderator firſt of all calleth for 
the Regiſters of the ſeyerall Presbyteries, and 
utteth them in the hands of the Miniſters of 
other different Presbyteries to bereviſed and 
examined, That by the Records itmay bee 
knowne how they have Kept order, and per- 
formed what hath beene recommended unto 
them by the preceeding Synods. And what 
and how matters have bcen treated by them at 
every ſe{hon, that they may be Cenſarcd or al- 
lowcd, which upon the report of the reviſers 
1s accordingly 7 2 inthefacc of theSynod. 
If there be any references fromthe Synode 
before,they arc firſt debated and determined, 
and thereafter new matters are brought into 
deliberation. What was obſcure or difficult 
for the *Presbyteries, or might concerne them 
all in common, 1s here reſolved and ordered, 
what hath beene done amille is redreſſed. And 
if any difficultieariſe which dothnot fall un- 
der ſome Church conſtitution, it is referred to 
the nationall aſlemblie. 
Before the aflemblic be deſolved, each Preſ- 
byteric 1s ſct a part by courſe and cnquirie 


made from thereſt , if there bee any knowne 
; ſcandall, 
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ſcandal, fault, or negligence amongſt them, 
That it may be in a brotherly manner cenſured, 
like as u pon the day of the meeting of the 
Presbyteric next going before the Synod ; all 
the members of the Prcsbyterie ſuffer the like 
inquiriceach onea part by all the reſt. 

As the Moderator heginneth and endeth 
everic {cſhon before and afternoon with pray- 
cr,ſo doth he ſomewhat more ſolemnlie cloſe 
the Synod with ſome pithic and pertinent ex- 
hortation, and heartie thankſgiving and prai- 
erunto God. 

All matters, where theſe Synods are ordina- 
rily kept ,- .are with ſuch diligence exped 
That the Miniſters(none of them having above 
a ſhort daies journey, and Tucſday being uſu- 
ally the firſt day of thejr meeting) may return 
to their charge againſt the Lords day, having 
notice of the day and place of the next follow- 
ing Synod, 26. way ws, with them ſuch acts 
as axe neceſſaric that they may be made known 
to their particular Elderſhips and congregati- 
ons. And thanks may be given 1n every Con- 
ercgation for the good proceedings of the Sy- 
= ; and for the libertic of —_ 
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Theſe” Synods are not alwaies held at one 
time, and therefore if there be cauſe, ſome 
Commiſſioners are ſent from one Synod to a- 
nother , for their judgement and advice in 
matters of difficultie, which is reported at the 
following Synod for their further reſolution, 
and that fo farre as ispoſhble there may bee a 
conformutic in all things. 


VI. Of Nationall Synods or (Generall Aſſem- 
bles. 


He nationall aſſemblie meeteth once in 
the yeate, and thetime of the following 
aſſembly agreed upon before the riſing of the 
former, or oftner pro re #ata, Concerning which 
fome- Mumifters'tirve' commuſſton 'and war- 
rant from the afſemblietogive timely adyer- 
tiſement to the Pregbytenies for ehoofingand 
ſending their Commuſhoners, | 
This great afſemblic- uſeth to bee honoured 
with the Kings Majeſties preſence either in his 
royall Pcrſon, orby his High Commiſſioner, 
who doth all the parts of a Supreame C1y1ll 
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whole proceedings of fo frequent and holy a 
meeting,that all mens reaſons and voices ma 
be heard, and in acquainting himſelfe wit 
the grounds of every conſtitution that ſhall 
be agreed upon, that by his Princely authori- 
tie they may be obſerved, and ifneed require 


the ſanction of the Civill Law may be added, 
for which end alſo certaine Commiſhoners 


from the aſſemblic are ſent to attend the Par- 


lament. 

It doth Confilt of Commiſhoners fromthe 
Presbyteries or Claſſes , three Miniſters and 
one Eld r from each Presbyterie, who arc 
choſen by the voices of the Miniſters and E1- 
ders ſent from the particular Elderſhips, and 
of one Commiſſhoner fromthe Church ſchon 
of every royall Burgh, that there may bee 
ſome proportion and equalitie. Others alſo 
are permitted although not to voice , yetto 
heare, propound, and dehate, provided that 
they firſt obcaine leave of the Moderator: and 
that it may appearto be done ayimo edificandt, 
non tentandi, 

The firſt day of the aſJſemblic 15 kept with 
a ſolemne faſt and humiliation, wherein the 

H whole 
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the aſſemblie, uſeth to joyne with powerfull 
preaching and carneſt'praiers from morning 
cill night. WES 

The particular Churches alſochroughout the 
Kingdome , upon the daies of their publick 
meeting, pray to God for his direction, aſhſt- 
ance, and bleſſing unto the afſemblic , that 
they may bee led into all truth, andall the 
Churches be refreſhed with the ſweet fruits 
thereof. 

The next day the Moderator of the prece- 
ding aſſemblie beginneth with praier, cauſech 
the Clerk call the Presbyteries , and take up 
the names of the Commiſſtoners, Miniſters, 
and Elders, who give intheir Commiſſions, 
which being read, examined, and allowed, 
they proceed to the chuling of a new Modera- 
ror , keeping the ſame order which is ſet 
downe before in chooſing the Moderator of 
the Provinciall Synod. 

The new Moderator calleth for the Re- 
cords of the Synods, and by the voices of the 
aſſembliechooſeth a Commurcee for peruſing 
and trying them ; a Commutee for the bils, 
: | ____ complaints, 


whole Citic or Towne. which is the Seatof 
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complaints, and. petitions tobe preſented to 


the aſſemblic , and ſuch other Committees 
as are ordinarie for preparing of weightie 
matters forthe aſſembhe , and for cutting off 
idle and impertinent things,that the diſpatch 
may be the more ſpeedic and caſte, when they 
ſhall be broughe toopen debate and voycing ; 
all references from Synods, appellations,gric- 
vances, complaints, petitions, are here exami- 
ned and anſwered ; Acts and conſtitutions for 
all the Churches are agreed upon with com- 
mon Conſent, and ifthere be any conſiderable 
contradiction, and the doubts and ſcruples, 
which are made be not ſatisfied , matters are 
remitted to further deliberation till the next 
aſſemblie ; courſe is taken for planting of 
Churches , with able Miniſters that theGo- 
ſpell may be ſpread through the whole Nati- 
on; Rules are ſet downe by which the inferi- 
our aſſemblies ſhall bee direRed in all their 
hw R——4 ; all meanesuſed that the Church 

not wronged, neither by confounding the 
Civill and Eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction, nor by 
the abuſing or interverting the patrimonic of 
the Church, 
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The Commiſſioners of cach Presbyterie do 


carrichome with them a truecopie of all ſuch 
as as doe concerne all the Churches , that 
they may walk by oneandthe famerule, 

The Moderator giveth forch Summons ſig- 
ncd with his own hand, and the hand of the 
Clerke , for citing of perſons in the name 
of the aſlemblic te compare before the 
next mecting thereof, with certificacuon ofthe 
cenſures of the Church in caſe of diſobedi- 


En CCos 
The Concluſcon. 


N the authoritie of theſe aſſemblics Paro- 

chiall, Presbyteriall, Provinciall, and Na- 
tionall, and in the ſubordination of the lefler 
unto the greater, or of more particular E]- 
derſhips tothe larpcrand generall Elderſhip, 
doth conſiſt the externall order, ſtrength,and 
Redfaſtneſle of the Church of Seor/and,which 
is lovely and comfortable toall fearing God, 
whether Paſtor or profeſſors, and hath beene 
very awefull and terrible , as an Armie with 
Banners,to all Papilts,to all Hereticks,Schil- 


maticks, 
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maticks, Hicclings, and all ungodly perſons: 
As upon the one part they break not the brui- 
ſ:edreed nor w__ the ſmoaking flax, bur do 
cheriſh and labour to bring toripeneſſeand 
uſe, the graineof Muſtardſced in ſincere be- 
ginners, and the ſmalleſt talent in Preachers 
having the zeale of God : So upon the other 
part , no ſcandall of proud ſinners eſcapeth 
cenſure , no here{ie or error is ſooner hatched, 
bue 15. etther preſently fpicd out and cruſhed 
by lomeof the inferiour aſſemblies, or, if it be 
kepr on foot and gather ſtrength , it is quite 
ſuppreſſed and extinguiſhed in the generall 
aſſemblie which meeteth once in the year, and 
never ſuffereth ſuch baſtard births to grow to 
be one yeare old , which isa true nx. maine 
Cauſe why no ſets nor errours have appeared 
inthe reformed Church of Fraxce, p... in the 
Chuiches of Scotland, & ofthe Low-Countrees, 
fo long as they enjoyed the libertic and happi- 
nelle of allemblies, which they did no ſooner 
by themetCie of God recover, but immediate- 
ly at their brightneſſe, the miſts and mildewes 
athered before were ſcattcred and evaniſhed. 


And as, by the order and power of theſe aſſem- 
2 | blies, 
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blics, Foxes arc tiken that they ſpoile not the 
Vines, and Gangrenes are prevented thatthey 
ſpread not againlt truth and unity , all ſorts of 
lewd and wicked men are diſcouraged and 
ut to ſhame : Sos there excited among the 
zodly Miniſters an holy emulation by ac- 
quaintance , conference , and by perceiving 
the gifts one of another, which maketh them 
returne from the aflemblies, with ameaneand 
humble conceipt of themſelves,and with new 
and ſtrong reſolutions for greater diligence in 
their ſtudies, and faithfulneſle in every Paſto- 
rall duty, to the common benefit and edifica- 
tion ofall the Churches ; all che Miniſters are 
made more wiſe in matters ofGovernement ; 
and all the Congregations are affefted with 
reverence to what is required of them by their 
particular Elderſhips, as having the conſent 
and approbation of the whole Church. Many 
ſach fruits are reaped of theſe allemblies, 
which without them no partienlar perſonor 
congregation can have any ground to hope for 
or expeCt.- 
They have no Arch-biſhops, Dioceſan By 
ſhops, Suffraganes, no Chapters, no Curats, 
dumbec 
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— dumbe nor idle Miniſters, tio hirelings, non; 


refidents:,; nor- pluralifts, no Deanes nor 
Arch-Deacons, no Chanters , Sub-chanters, 
nor Treafurers, no Chancellors, Officials, nor 
Apparnors , no- Canons , Peti-Canons , Pre- 
bends, Singingmen nor boyes ; And yet with- 
out theſe andthe like, they have practiſe and 
uſe ofall the ordinances of Chriſt ; all matters 
Becleliaſticall determined, remitting queſti- 


- ons of tithes , mariages, divorcements , &c. 


tothe civill Judgeto whom they properlie do 
belong, and all petitions, complaints, and 
Church grievances heard and redreſſed, which 
they eſtceme as the ſweet yoke of Chriſt, and 
think it a great caſe both totheir conſciences 
and eſtatcs to be free of fuch bundles and bur- 
thens of traſh and ſuperfluitics. They con- 
ceive that to ere Presbyteries, Synods, and 
Nationall aſſemblies, and ſtill to keepe Pre- 
lates and the members of that Hierarchue is, in 
the matter of Churchgovernment, not unlike 
the Popiſh adding of Traditions to Scripture 
in the rule of faith, or works unto faith in the 

int of juſtification,&c.addit:ons io Chriſts 
inſtirucion, being not only inrefpect of their 


author 
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they can have id|ements, vanities, and follies, 
but that they do alfo corrupt the purity, and 
cat out the life of the ordinances of Chriſt. 

Here there 1s a ſuperiority without tyrannic, 
forno Miniſter hath a Papall or Monarchicall 

uriſdiction over his own flock , far leſſe over 
other Paſtors, and over all the Congregations 
or a large Dioces. Here there isa paritie with- 
out confuſjon and diſorder, for the Paſtors are 
in order before the &1ders, and the Elders be- 
fore the Deacons ; the Church is ſubordinate 
to the Presbyterie, the Presbyterie, to the Sy- 
nod, and the Synod to the Nationallaſſembly, 
One Paſtor alſo hath priority before another, 
for age, forzeale, for gifts, for his good deſer- 
vings of the Church, cach one honounng him 
whom God hath honoured, and as he beareth 
the image of God , which was to bee ſeene a- 
mongſt the Apoltles.themſelves. But none 
hath power or juriſdiction above others ; even 
as innature one eye hath not power over ano- 
ther, only the head hath power over all, even 
as Chriſt over his Church. The ſame may bec 
ſcene in the Common-wealth, and in ſome of 
the 


auchor humane inventions”? and for any uſe = 
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the offices ofthe Roman Church it ſclfe, And 
laſtly, here there is a ſubjection without ſlave- 
ric, for the people are fubject to the Paſtors 
and Aſſemblies, yet there is no Mllemblie 
wherein everte particular Church hath not in- 
tereſt and power ; nor is there any thing done, 
but they are,if nat actually,yet virtually called 
to conſent unto it, 

As they have done and ſuffered much for 
rindicating and maintaining the libertie of 
their Religion, that what belongeth unto God 
may berendred unto God ; So do they defire, 
that according to the rule of righteouſneſle, 
each man have his owne, and ja all men, 
That the things which arc Ceſars be rendred 
unto him,and to give him that which is Gods 
were a wroliging both of God and Ceſar. They 
have ever beene willing to taxes and to pay 
ſubſidies above that w® they were able. They 
joyne w® the inward reverence of their hearts, 
externall honour and obedience in all things 
lawfull. They powre forth their prayers to 
God in private and publick, for all bleſſings 
ſpirituall and temporall upon his Royall Per- 
ſon and Government, and upon his Progeme ; 


I and 


and for the ſame bleſſings upon the Queenes 


Majeſtic , -eſpecially chat God-by his Spiric 
would give unto her the knowledge and love 
of the truth. They long for her converſion as 
an happineſſe to her ſelfe, and a meane of great 
happineſſe to the King, to their Children, and 
toall their Subjects. And, thatthe Lord may 
anſwer their praiers, they think it incumbent 
tothe Churchof Exgland , nor can any bond 
whatſoever oblige them to the contrarie, to 
ule the belt and moſt powerfull meanes , and 
would mo willingly inall tumilitie, love 


and reſpe& , joyne their endeavours for that = 


bleſſed end. and as they thus preſent their beſt 
deſires and prayers, ſo are they readie to ſacri- 
fice their lives to Cod for his Majeſtics good, 
and in their heartsare grievedthat their loyal- 
tie, which they account their no ſmall glorie, 
ſhould have beene called in queſtion. 

Neither is this all. But morcover they doe 
acknowledge that his Majeſtie , as ſupreame 
Magiſtrate, hath not onely charge over the 
Common-wealth , but doth watch and hath 
inſpection over the Chureh and Church mat- 
ters, but ina civill way. Vos Epiſcopi in "_ 
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fra (faith ConSiautine) Ego extra Ecclefiam Epiſ- 
copus a Deo conſtitutus ſum. And thereforethat 
he 1s, by his high calling and place, CuStos u- 
trizſq; tabule,to command the precepts of the 
firſt rable as well as of the ſecond table to bee 
obeyed : "That he is Vindex Religiony by his 
ſword, as the Spirit of God in Scripture is [«- 
dex, and the Churchis Index : That hechath 
power to turn the Conſtitutions of the Church 
into lawes, and to confirme them by the ci- 
vill ſanction 1n Parliament : That he may con- 
ftraine all ls ſubjes to do dutic in matters of 
religion , and may puniſh the tranſgreflors: 
That when debates ariſe about Religion, hee 
hath power to call the Aſſemblies of the 
Church, to be preſent and civilly preſide in 
them, and to examine their conſtitutions, that 
he may diſcerne of them both as a Chriſtian 
caring for his own ſoule,and as ſupreame Ma- 
gi{trate watching over his people : and that he 
may do all things which can prove him to be 
a kinde and carefull nurſing Father, They ac- 
count all that 1s vomuted out to the contrarie, 
[as, that they iked Anarchic better then Mo- 
narchic, and that they wonld tarnca King- 

vd'0 dome 


 ®- andcalumnics of the malitious enemies of God 


and his truth; not unlike the lies which 
were deviſcd againſt the Chriſtians of old-: 
their conſciences, their words, writings, 
and actions , even then when the world 
did put the worſt conſtructions npon them , 
were witneſles of the integritie of their hearts, 
They doe {lll hold that there can bee no 
antipathy betwixt onc ordinance of God and 
another, By him Princes do reigne, and hee 
hath alſo appointed the Officers and Govern- 
ment of his own houſe.They dodeſirenothing 
more then that the Sonne of God may reigne, 
and that with and under the Sonne of God, the 
King may command, and they, as good ſub- 
zeRs to Chriſt and the King, may obey. 


